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is one of the healthiest signs of the times ; but
we are going to shorten the creeds. It matters not
where you look, on every side the Church's teachers
are recognizing and proclaiming that the burden of
things to be believed must be lightened, that
the compass of our creeds must be narrowed. We
must draw, said one of the wisest of our Scottish
theological teachers in his inaugural lecture, we
must draw and that in earnest " the distinction
between verities and problems " ; we must " map
off the realm of certitudes from the region in which
assurance is unattainable." And another, greatly
daring, takes in hand to show us how we may do
it. Dr. Denney would have us abolish all our
present doctrinal tests and substitute for them
this simple declaration : " I believe in God through
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord and Saviour."
Now, whether Dr. Denney be right or not, of this
we may be sure, that when one of the foremost
teachers of a Church which has been conspicuous
among the Churches for its tenacious adherence to
formula commits himself to a suggestion like this,
the day of elaborate confessions, with their trenchant
handling of great mysteries, is far spent.

Let me indicate, by way of illustration, one or
two matters in regard to which the frank recognition
of our ignorance is urgently called for.

1. Take,  for  example,  our  doctrine  of  man.